Organic Farms
THE SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIO-DYNAMIC AND VEDIC FARM
Batamandi, Paonta Sahib - 173 025, Himachal Pradesh. Ph.: 01704-320900, Fax: 01704-224536 Cell: 09816008399, 09315608399, Email: subodh.abbhi@gmail.com , subodhabbhi@hotmail.com, piyusha4@gmail.com
The farm is within the dense Sal forests along the Yamuna river in Doon valley of the Shivalik mountain ranges. The entire farm area is 25 acres of which ten  acres are mango orchards. The mango varieties grown here are Langras, Dassehris, Chausa and Ram Kelas. Cultivation of paddy, wheat, adzuki beans, soya beans, pulses and fodder for the farm animals is done on the rest of the land. Many varieties of tulsi are grown in the sunny parts of the orchard and turmeric and ginger are grown in other suitable portions. 
The farm uses various wild growing plants like lantana, bhang, congress grass etc for making liquid manures and compost after adding biodynamic preparations in homeopathic doses. CPP (cow pat pit) is made from dung of the farm cows. CPP is used for a stem paste and for spraying on the crops. Preparations 500 and 501 are made by introducing cow dung and silica in cow horns which are buried underground and taken out in March and September. Cow urine is used as a spray to combat pests, and as a plant nutrient. Sprays based on bhang, garlic, ginger etc., are used to control pests on the farm.
Agnihotra (Homa), as prescribed in the Vedas is performed at sunrise and sunset, for purifying the environment and marshalling the cosmic forces for plant and soil vitality. This farm is certified by INDOCERT.   
Certified organic products:
Products include Kasturi brown basmati rice; Kasturi white basmati rice; Dehradun white basmati rice; Dehradun brown basmati rice; turmeric (haldi) powder; wheat; wheat atta (flour); maize flour(atta); wheat porridge; soybean; soybean flour (atta); groundnut; ginger; garlic; fruits; vegetables; spices and pulses.
(Source: Brochure)
HIMALAYAN ORGANIC AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (HIMOARD)
Khaneri Rampur Bsr. 17200l, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. Ph: 01782-233643 (o) , Cell: 09418034928, Email:drrsminhas@gmail.com,  drrshimla@gmail.com
Contact: Dr. R.S. Minhas, Chairman
HIMOARD provides many services for the promotion of organic horticulture in the state of Himachal Pradesh. It works in all the 12 districts of Himachal with over 2000 registered members.  Its  activities include:
Educating farmers to undertake crop diversification.
Spreading awareness of the concepts of IPM/ INM (Integrated Nutrition Management) in order to assist farmers to adopt organic framing practices.  
Facilitating certification and marketing of produce.
Supporting medicinal, aromatic and herbal plant production including processing for value addition.
Providing advisory services at farmer clinics and to Kisan Call Centers@1551, a free service provided by Ministry of Agriculture GOI.
‘Divya Himachal’ is a newspaper published from Dharmashala and Chandigarh every Tuesday. 
MAP (herbals) was started by the organisation keeping in view the rich medicinal and aromatic heritage of these plants in Himachal Pradesh. It promotes the  cultivation of these heritage species as intercrops in orchards that have been organically maintained, supplies germ plasm, identifies outbreak of disease and follows up with suggestions for preventive measures.
Certified Products: Apple, almond, kiwi, plum, apricot, walnut, cherry, offseason mango, litchi, pears, peach, nectarine, chilgoja, pomegranate. Pulses like rajmah, mash (urad), mung, kulth, masur, soyabean, organic wheat and maize. All types of traditional grains like koda, kaoni, ogla, Fhapra, chillai, bathu, ropa (lal chawal) nauri nut, basmati rice and exotic vegetables and medicinal plants that grow in hilly regions.
The HIMOARD farmers’ group has on their list 132 apple growers with land holdings of 0.1 acre to 15 acres, producing anywhere between 70 to 5000 boxes of organic apples per season.
Chairman HIMOARD is the National President of Stone Fruit Growers Association of India, promoted by Ministry of Agriculture GOI.
(Source: Brochure and Webresearch)
PARYAVARAN AVAM GRAMIN VIKAS SANSTHAN
HIG-8, Phase-2, Housing Board Colony, Saproon – 173 211, Solan, Himachal Pradesh. Ph: 01792 225373, Cell: 09418127557, email: prempagvs@yahoo.co.in
Paryavaran Avam Gramin Vikas Sansthan (PAGVS) started its campaign for organic farming in early 2003 in Solan & Sirmour districts. 
PAGVS has brought 1200 families under organic farming across an area of 50 hectares. In the PGS, the farmers agree to a ‘code of conduct’ at the village meeting, to follow certain rules and norms. The land use classification for the use of organic farming is certified by each farmer and baseline record is maintained farmer wise. Communities take an ‘oath’ in the presence of peer – inspectors and officials to follow standards and norms of organic farming agreed in the meeting. 
PAGVS is attempting to bring recognition to their certification process. Through the farmer federations, it is exploring opportunities for creating local and niche markets. Goods worth Rs. 2,91,000/- were sold by these farmers during the year 2006-07 and Rs. 6,19,125 during the year 2007 -08 showing quantum jumps. 
More than 3000 farmers have been trained in the preparation of bio- pesticides using locally available natural resources in combination with ginger, garlic, chilly etc. The details of some of the common plants of the area used in the preparation of bio- pesticides are available on request.
PAGVS has developed a mechanism for the organic cultivation of off- season vegetables especially tomato and capsicum. It has also developed different types of compost i.e. bio-dynamic compost, vermicompost, NADEP compost, etc., for nutrient management of the soil. 
(Source: Brochure)               
CENTRE FOR ORGANIC FARMING
ICAR, Niche Area of Excellence in Organic Farming
CSK Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya, Palampur, Kangra District, Himachal Pradesh. 
Contact: Project Director, Ph.: 01894-233961, Email: prof.atul@gmail.com
(Source: Brochure)
DR. G.P. UPADHYAY 
Dept. of Soil Science & Model Organic Farm, Dr.Y.S.Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry, Nauni, Solan District, Himachal Pradesh-173 230. Ph.: 01792-252329; Fax: 01792-252242, Cell: 9816474132, Email: gp.up2009@gmail.com
Dr. Upadhyay is a senior Soil Scientist dedicated to organic farming and has completed a three year project funded by the National Centre of Organic Farming [NCOF], Govt. of India, Ghaziabad. He has developed a superior organic alternative to Bordeaux paint for apple and temperate stone-fruit tree trunks using cow dung, soil and sand in equal proportions. He uses Panchagavya formulation as plant growth booster and for the management of pests and diseases.
(Source: Miguel Braganza)
DR. KULDEEP SINGH THAKUR
Dept. of Vegetable Science, Dr.Y.S.Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry, Nauni, Solan District, Himachal Pradesh-173 230. Ph: 01792-252329, Fax: 01792-252242, Cell: 9418455436, Email:  ksthakur2007@gmail.com
Dr. Kuldeep is a young scientist specialised in vegetable cultivation and use of bio-fertilizers. He is a strong protagonist of farmer managed labeling system like the Participatory Guarantee System. He is also a votary of locally relevant and appropriate bio-control technology using locally adapted strains of bio control agents like Trichoderma viride, Verticillium lecanii, Pseudomonas flourescens as well as bio fertilizers like Rhizobium and Azolla. The YSP University has a biofertilizer project that could go for mass production. Dr. Kuldeep also favours the use of appropriate terminology for biofertilisers and biocontrol. 
The literal translation of the English term “Innoculation” confuses the farmer into thinking that Rhizobium has to be injected when surface application on the seeds is all that is needed. Also, when the farmer owns a few bigha of land, the standard usage of hectare [ 1 hectare  = 12.5 bigha] confuses him. The specific crop to which a bio fertiliser is to be used also needs to be made clear to the farmer, e.g. Rhizobium is of no use to a non-legume crop.
(Source: Miguel Braganza)
DR. PREM RAJ GUPTA
Head, Dept of Entomology, Dr.Y.S.Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry, Nauni, Solan District, Himachal Pradesh-173 230. Ph. 01792-252329, Fax: 01792-252242
He is specialized in Non-Pesticide Management of insects and in biocontrol using friendly insects like Ladybird beetles, Siphid flies, etc as well as cultural methods like irrigation management, use of light traps and sticky pads. He recommends the use of Pseudomonas flourescens for control of Sooty mould associated with plant hopper infestation. Three sprays of the Pseudomonas normally creates population levels necessary for sustaining the anti-Sooty mould action in the plantation.
(Source: Miguel Braganza)
MR. CHET RAM BALI
Village Kacleen, P.O. Golani- 172 024, Shimla District, Himachal Pradesh. Ph: 01782-248221.
He is an apple and cherry grower cultivating Kiwi fruit, grapes, nectarines, walnut and dates on a small scale. He has practiced organic farming since 1995. He owned 24 bighas (5 bighas = 1 acre) of land and has acquired an additional 24 bighas in 2007
He uses local apple rootstock as it is hardy and drought tolerant for a major part of his plantation that is fed by rain and melting snow. In the irrigated portion he uses Malling-9 dwarfing rootstock with MM-106 as inter-stock to create a meadow plantation of apple trees at 3 feet [1 metre approx] spacing. The “Delicious” apple variety gives a regular crop with good yield.
For cherry he uses the local Pazha variety with Court and Gisella-148-5 as rootstock.
He owns two cows and produces manure. Some quantity of vermicompost is imported from Haryana by him as done by many other farmers in Himachal Pradesh. He raises sunhemp for mulching and green manure. Fruit trees are also intercropped with beans, asparagus and other vegetable for self consumption
(Source: Miguel Braganza)
MS. RAJINI VIKRAM RAWAT
Kursog Valley Farmers’ Group, Thandapani, District Mandi, Himachal Pradesh
Ms. Rajini Rawat is the secretary of the KVFG which is an association of greenhouse owning farmers who grow and collectively market exotic vegetables under the brand of “North Harvest” in Delhi. Some of these farmers earlier set up greenhouses for floriculture, which has since been abandoned as uneconomical. Dr. D.P. Sharma guided and assisted them in the transition to vegetable growing. They follow organic practices and IPM.
Rajini and her husband Vikram (a Bank emplyee), have set up a tissue culture unit for vegetable and fruit crops. They are also conducting varietal trials for apple on Malling-9 rootstock for meadow plantation.
They own local and Jersey cows and prepare their own Biodynamic farming material. They have used both light traps and organic pest management formulations since 2003, when they established the farm which consists of a series of contour terraces 3 to 5 metres wide. 
The couple provides effective management for their farm and leadership to the Kursog Valley Farmers’ Group that is to serve as a hub for OFAI and PGS activities in Himachal Pradesh.
(Source: Miguel Braganza)
ISHWER DUTT
Village Bashol, PO Krishangarh Kuthar, Distt Solan, Himachal Pradesh. Cell 9418195525
Says Iswer Dutt about his group,  “We are a small group of farmers from Himachal Pradesh and have installed polyhouses/greenhouses recently. We want to grow vegetables by adopting organic farming and are considering PGS Organic certification for our produce.” 
(Source: Miguel Braganza)



