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successes and India is passing through a serious agrarian crisis. The economic,

challenging the ecological, and socia crisis hastaken away lakhs of livesand crores of

establishment for livelihoods from the rural areas. Many of the initiatives by the

government inthelast five yearshave madevery littleimpact. In addition,
the ongoing global food crisis has shattered the myths of industrial
agriculture asahopefor future of the human food security.

apolicy change.

In thisbackground, sustainable model s of agriculturewhich are based on
sound ecologica principles making effective use of local resourcesand
natural processes are gaining importance. Acrossthe Indian stateslakhs
of farmers are now switching over to adopt these agro- ecological
practicesto sustain their livelihoods. Theseinitiativesare called varioudy
asecological farming, natural farming or organic farming based on the
main focus, philosophies, clientsand the driving forces.

Characterising the new revolution: The main objective of thisnew
ecologicd revolutionisinterndising theinputs and isbased on principles
of the ecological farming viz., a) locally adopted cropping systems, b)
based on crop and genetic diversity, c) locally adopted seed, d)
improving soil and crop ecology to have ecologica baance of insectsand
microbes, €) effective use of local knowledge, skills and resources.
These models evolved over aperiod by reinterpreting the traditional
farming knowledge with modern scientific learnings and contemporary
innovations. Thisisnot just romanticisation of the past practices, asmany

scepticsargue.

Similarly the new generation Cooperative Movement have broken the
traditional institutional, social and economic barriers forming new
Community Based Organisations (Women Self Help Groups and their
Federations, Producer Cooperatives, Common Interest Groups €tc)
which seek to empower the community to have more direct access and
control over the resources. The emerging experiences show that the
ecologica farming models can be effectively scaed up through the CBO
platforms.

All thiscdlsfor aparadigm shift inthe policy framework which supports
sustainable modelsof agriculture.
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Againgt this backdrop Centre for Sustainable Agricultureis organising atraining course on
SustainableAgriculture-theory and practicefrom 218 to 250 August, 2012.

The cour se broadly covers

1. Understanding agrarian crisis-role of practicesand policies
2. Sudaning Farming
a. Cropping Patternsand integrated farming systems
b. Managing seeds
c. Non Pesticidd Management-theory and practices
d. Organic Soil Management
3. Community Based Organisations-emerging experiences
a. Scaling up of sustainable agriculture practices
b. Farmers Callectives-Producer Cooperatives and Producer Companies
c. Ensuring Quality: Participatory Guarantee Systems
4. Planning Scaing up and Mainstreaming sustainable agricul ture practices

The participantswill visit the Organic village, farmers seed cooperative and participatein
the*Farmer CooperativeMea’ organised by CSA and partners.

Thetraining would bein theform of lectures, discussons, case studies, interactionsand
field vigitsto organic villages and producer cooperatives.

No of Participants: 30

Medium: Theentire coursewould bein English. Trandationinto Englishwould bearranged
duringfiddvigts

Participants: The courseisdesigned for development professionalsworking to promote
ecologica farming/ organic farming/sustainabl e agriculture. Senior staff working with farmers
from NGOs, Farmers Movements, and Government organisations can apply.

CourseFee: Rs. 10,000/- per participant. Thiswill cover training costs, accommodation,
locdl travel, resource materid intheform of manuas, multimediaCDs, filmsetc.

Earlier participants. The last year participants were from Farmers, Farmers
Organisations, and Middle Level Personnel in NGOs, Agriculture Officers, serving and
retired Professorsin Agriculture representing states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Punjab, Orissaand West Bengal.

Last date: 315t July, 2012

Send your nominationsto:
Chandrasekhar G
Centre for Sustainable Agriculture
12-13-445, Street No: 1, Tarnaka, Secunderabad 500 017, AP, India,
Ph: 040 - 27014302 / 7735
email: training@csa-india.org  visit: http://www.csa-india.org



