School on Agro-ecology

(December 24 –December 29 2012) 
Organised by All India Peoples’ Science Network, National Institute of Rural Development,  Jana Vigyan Vedhika and Centre for Sustainable Agriculture  
Agroecology delivers advantages that are complementary to better known conventional approaches such as breeding high yielding varieties. It was recognized that the approach of agroecology as a mode of agricultural development is capable of strongly contributing to the broader goals of regional economic development, public health and wider ecological health transformation. The challenge of scaling up of agroecology as a mode of agricultural development is the task that we propose to follow up by organizing this school as an all-India programme. Finally, it needs to be mentioned that the benefits to be derived from the dissemination of agroecology as a mode of agricultural development are going to be significant in respect of giving ecological and social justice to the people. These benefits will include the achievement of sustainable modes of agricultural production and productivity, the procurement of public goods in public spending rather than solely providing input subsidies; investing in forms of social organization that encourage partnerships, including farmer field schools and farmers’ movements innovation networks; empowering women; and creating a macro-economic enabling environment, nsiincluding connecting sustainable farms to fair markets.

Aims and Objectives: 

1) To train the resource persons for the diffusion of knowledge of agro-ecology as a mode of agricultural development among the interested organisations 

2) To develop the pedagogy to be used and fine tune the resource materials for wider dissemination and capability building for the deployment of agroecology as a mode of agricultural development

3) To connect the implementation of agro-ecological approaches with the development of rural non-farm enterprises and knowledge based service organizations 

4) To draw up a plan for the continuing education of seed persons and multiplication of  resource persons for a wider dissemination of agroecology as a paradigm of agricultural development 

5) To create the foundations of a network needed for the sustained promotion of agro-ecological approaches based technological transformation of rural areas
Participants: 50 participants from Scientists, Extension Workers, NGOs, Farmers Organisations and Media representatives from across the country.
Programme and Work Plan

First, as we have the objective of training of resource persons, there is the task of getting the organizations having an experience to identify the resource persons from within their teams, to commit the time and share the tools needs for hand on learning. Second, we will also be taking steps in parallel to get the interested organizations to identify the participants who will be attending the school and are ready to be seed persons. Third, he venue is National Institute of Rural Development with field visit to areas where Community Managed Sustainable Agriculture is being implemented by Government of AP. Hands on experience and class room learning would be provided in a meaningful manner for the period of five to six days. Fourth, we need to factor in the programme two interrelated objectives namely, the consolidation of pedagogy, curriculum and resource materials and the plan for continuing education with the participants agreeing to act as seed persons and the organizations that have experience to act as sites for continuing education. 
A small group of experts are on this job. 
The broad work plan for the six days is as follows

Day 1: 
Agro-ecology: a global view; 
Agro-ecology: a national perspective; 
Learning from (BIOFARM, NPM, SOPPECOM, Conservation agriculture and other such initiatives); 
Day 2: 
Concepts and methods (Principles of integration, diversification, system thinking, designing & modeling); 
Methods for planning and monitoring; 
Day 3 and Day 4: 
Tools and techniques (soil management / plant protection /water conservation/ silvi-culture / aquaculture / horticulture) with hands on experience and visit to demonstration farms
Day 5: Field visit
Day 6: 
Presentations on the exploration of opportunities available for the development of rural non-farm enterprise systems and local economies as systems in themselves

Feedback and consolidation of learning and planning for continuing education and multiplication of resource persons through on-site training at different sites in various agro-ecological regions

Deliverables:

Final report consisting of copies of resource material used & tools and techniques demonstrated in the school; Preparation of a continuing education (CE) plan

Evidence of completion of training of seed persons, 
Other documentation 

Preparation of a questionnaire for the feedback of resource person

CSA to coordinate the event, JVV to keep Accounts and NIRD to host the event. 
Send your nominations to 

Agro-Ecology School 2012

Centre for Sustainable Agriculture

12-13-445, Street no-1, Tarnaka

SEcunderabad-500 010 

Email: csa@csa-india.org







