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Biodynamic Conference January 9-11, 2014

At Bhaikaka Krishi Kendra farm, Anand, Gujarat
Organized by the Biodynamic Association of India
preliminary information 
The Biodynamic Association of India (BDAI) invites to a conference on biodynamic farming from January 9 to 11th, 2014 at Bhaikaka Krushi Kendra farm near Anand, Gujarat. 

The conference will have two focus themes, firstly organic & biodynamic seed breeding and production, and secondly, cattle husbandry, with eminent speakers from India and abroad. It will also introduce to some new developments in the organic farming scenario worldwide. 

The venue of the conference being a biodynamic farm with field crops, vegetable crops and dairy, opportunities will be offered for visiting the farm and, if possible, for excursions to other organic & biodynamic farms in the vicinity.

The conference addresses organic and biodynamic farmers and all those interested in organic farming, in high quality food, in networking for organic seeds, in species-appropriate animal care, in the future of agriculture in India and the world, and in collaboration towards sustainable life-styles and societies.
Organization & Administration 

All interested are requested to contact the coordinators – see below. 

Boarding and lodging will be organized in the town of Anand nearby, for which hotel contacts will be given – see separate list. Conference participants will be responsible for their own boarding and lodging, except for the snacks and meals during the conference timing. 

A nominal conference fee of Rs. 2,000 per person will be charged. 

Members of the BDAI are welcome to participate free of costs, yet need to make arrangements for travel and for their stay at Anand on their own.    

Conference Program

The tentative program (with confirmed speakers) is as follows: 

Day 1 – 9 am till 6 pm 

Jakes C. Jeyakaran – BDAI President’s welcome address

Lucas Dengel – characteristics of biodynamic farming (30 min)

Anita Idel – cow and climate change (40 min) 

Kamal Kishore – species-appropriate cattle care (40 min) 

Sarvdaman Patel – Visit of the Bhaikaka farm and farm dairy 

Day 2 – 9 am till 5 pm 

Visit of Bhaikaka Farm fields & gardens

Friedemann Ebner – biodynamic seed breeding (40 min) 

Sujit Chakrabarty – dehybridization of seeds (40 min) 

Jakes C. Jeyakaran – The School for Biodynamic Farming 
Lucas Dengel – Terra Preta, rediscovering a technique of soil amendment highly relevant for tropical soils 

Discussion and conclusions for follow-up 

Vote of thanks & closure 

Day 3 (half day) – 8.30 am till 12.30

Excursions to organic & biodynamic farms in vicinity 

Excursions to sites of interest 

The venue 

Dr. Sarvdaman Patel’s Bhaikaka Krushi Kendra is an organic & biodynamic farm of 40 acres that incorporates all aspects of farming i.e. vegetables, cereals, fodder, animals, agro-forestry, water harvesting, orchards, etc. The main focus of the farm is the dairy of nearly 100 animals & the production of a rich variety of fodder to feed these animals. The farm produces about 300-350 liters of milk a day and has been catering to 85 customers and a 500 bed hospital in Vallabh Vidyanagar for the last 25 years. It also produces a variety of fruits such as chikoo, mango, custard apple, litchi, papaya, mosambi, jamun, lime etc. Over 40 different vegetables are grown, mostly in the winter months. Carefully designed trenches & ponds ensure that all rain water is harvested. A variety of cereals & pulses such as oats, bajra, barley and wheat are grown. Thick shrubbery and hedges provide sanctuary to a diversity of birds and insects. Teak, bamboo and eucalyptus form the main stay of the agro-forestry dimension of the farm. 
The farm has been prominently featured in the movie ‘One Man, One Cow, One Planet’ where Peter Proctor who is appreciated as the most dynamic figure in the promotion of biodynamic agriculture in India, says that this is one of the best biodynamic farms in the world that he has seen. A prominent goal of the farm is to disseminate the art and knowledge of sustainable farming to small & marginal farmers. The farm also conducts regular training courses in organic and biodynamic farming. The third biennial OFAI (Organic Farming Association of India) conference took place amidst the farm’s verdant bamboo groves, when over 700 farmers from all over India were hosted on the farm. It has become a pilgrimage destination for all interested in learning about ecologically safe & sustainable methods of farming.

Coordination:
Dr. Lucas Dengel, Secretary / BDAI 

Ravi Koushik, Bangalore 
bdaind@gmail.com                                                   ravikoushik@yahoo.com
Important PS: Please inform the coordinators as to whether you will be interested in attending the conference. We need to book hotel rooms in advance to make sure that we shall have options in sufficient numbers. We shall get back to you with the pricing ranges available.  
BIODYNAMIC ASSOCIATION OF INDIA
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