
The prolonged deep rooted crisis in agriculture forced many farmers to commit suicide across the country. Though the causes of this crisis are complex and manifold, they are mainly related to failure of public policy. The manifestation of the crisis in the form of suicide is only tip of the iceberg and the distress among the farming community is much more serious and widespread. The efforts of the state in dealing with the agrarian crisis have failed. This had reflected in not only in the growing number of suicides, but also in the agitations of the farmers on the issues of seeds, support price, fertilizers etc., across the country. The very model of agriculture the state has been promoting attracted serious critique from many corners. On the other hand, many state governments and the central government are in denial mode to accept the growing crisis and number of farmers’ suicides. The failure of relief packages is clear with the increasing number of suicides every year (NCRB data puts the figure at 14027 for 2011 and the total number since 1995 has reached to 2,70,940). The relief packages could not address the distress in the families of the farmers. The situation of women and children, who are left behind in extreme distress conditions with deep indebtedness and failure of support systems, is pathetic. The flaws in the design and the complex procedures in the relief packages made many families excluded from the relief. Further, it is also noticed that farm related suicides had spread many other states/regions, crops and to social groups. 

In the context of the seriousness of the issue, consultations were held to deliberate on the deepening agrarian crisis by bringing different farmers associations and activists together. The network of Kisan Mitra, Shetakari Sangathana, Prahar Sangathana, AFARM Network, NGOs and activists from 8 states, who met in Nagpur and Amravati in the past one year decided to organize a Consultation and Public Hearing on the issues of farmers in general and suicides in farming sector It is expected that around 500 farmers and the families of those who committed suicide from 11 states will come to Amravati to voice their problems and issues before a panel of eminent personalities to demand for justice. As part of this each participating state will come up with a status report on the agrarian crisis with case studies of the suicides committed by farmers. An exclusive discussion will be also held on the previous day of this hearing in which a discussion on Agrarian Crisis and the Model of Agriculture to protect the interests of the small and marginal farmers of this country. All these efforts will be towards coming up with charter of demands of farmers in rights frame work and also to initiate concerted collective actions to influence the state and the decision making bodies. 
We cordially invite you for the Consultation on Enrooting Agrarian Crisis on December 17th 2013 and for the Public Hearing on Farmers’ Suicides on December 18th 2013 at Amravati. 
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