Open Source Seed Systems
National Workshop on planning for Multi-location Trials

19-20th May, 2014, Hyderabad
Dear Sir/Madam,

 

Greetings from CSA!!!
 

We are pleased to inform you that CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE (CSA) organizing a Open Source Seed Systems National Workshop on planning for Multi-location Trials 19-20th May, 2014, Hyderabad We are appending herewith details of the above-mentioned workshop. 
 

Seed is the soul of Agriculture.  Locally adaptable agro-diversity based cropping patterns and timely availability of good quality seed in required quantities are essential for sustaining farming.  Seed was ‘community resource’ carefully bred, conserved and evolved over thousands of years. Today the technological advances, market manipulations and the changing policies and legal systems have made it a ‘commercial proprietary resource’.  

The process of modernization of agriculture has deskilled the farmers making them passive consumers of industrial products including seeds.  This has not only resulted in increased economic and ecological costs but also made farmers lose their control over their productive resources.  This process has led to a monoculture of crops, production practices and food habits which had seriously affected the resource poor farmers and resource poor farms especially in rainfed areas on one hand and the health of the consumers on the other.   

Two of the so-called progressive legislations in India in the form of PPVFR Act (Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Act) and BDA (Biological Diversity Act), the former under TRIPS' compliance obligations and the latter under CBD obligations for India. However, both these legislations are basically located within IPR frameworks, that too which primarily uphold breeders' and researchers' rights and grant farmers' rights almost as residual rights. 
While there are several efforts by farmers and civil society organisations around conserving and using existing diversity it is under severe threat from the onslaught of newer technologies like GM and also legal systems were making seed a proprietary resource preventing further development.

In this context, it is essential to think of a newer frame of institutions, legal frameworks which protects farmers’ interests and at the same time ensure free access the germplasm.

Towards this Centre for Sustainable Agriculture are planning to organise a two day workshop to evolve a way forward. 

Proposed schedule for discussion

· Introduction to Open Source Seed System.
· To understand and design a system of Participatory Plant Breeding to evolve newer lines for  adapting to the changing situations and needs
· Mapping of the seeds  along with their characteristics.
· Designing multilocation trials.
· To evolve a mechanism of collating data on Value for Cultivation and Use (VCU) of various lines by Participatory Varietal Selection.
We request you kindly to confirm your participation at the earliest.

A draft concept note on ‘Open Source Seeds Network’ is enclosed for your reference. The workshop schedule will be shared in the due course. 
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